Derivation of developmentally competent oocytes by in vitro culture of preantral follicles retrieved from aged mice.
Mature oocytes were derived from cultured preantral follicles retrieved from aged (63-67 weeks old) mice with decreased fecundity; IVF of the oocytes resulted in cleaving embryos. There was no difference in developmental competence of 4-cell embryos to the blastocyst stage between the adult and the aged groups, although general retardation of follicle development and oocyte maturation and development after IVF was detected.